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Acknowledgment and Action: ARCH in solidarity with Indigenous Communities 
 
 

We want to express our deepest condolences to the families and communities of 215 children 

found in the Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc territory who never made it home from the Kamloops 

Residential School.  

 

The legacy of colonialism in Canada, the damage and harm it continues to cause, is not a dark 

part of Canada's history but a reality that continues to ripple throughout communities. We 

acknowledge that Indigenous communities have shared this knowledge before and have led the 

call to action for years.  

 

We are in solidarity with Indigenous communities, recognizing the harmful intergenerational impact 

of residential schools, the 60's scoop, Indian day schools and the current displays of anti-

Indigenous racism that continue to circulate through society. We remember those who lost their 

lives, those who survived, and their communities. 

 

Accountability, truth, and courageous actions are the only way forward in an effort of reconciliation. 

We implore non-Indigenous community members to learn more about the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission's 94 Calls to Action and act to hold all levels of government to these actions. The 

TRC’s final report shares over 6,000 Survivor and witness accounts of the system; it outlines the 

history of the system, its ongoing impacts on Indigenous people today, and it calls attention to the 

challenge of Reconciliation in Canada moving forward. We also implore you to seek out resources 

to learn, reflect, and identify personal and collective actions for change while centering Indigenous 

experience and knowledge.  

 

Over the last year, the staff at ARCH have taken part in the Indigenous Cultural Safety program to 

improve services at ARCH. We are committed to reviewing and dismantling the colonial structures 

that currently exist in our programs and services which continue to create barriers for Indigenous 

people to access our services. We are committed to building and strengthening partnership with 

Indigenous partners that will inform our practices and programs in the future. 

 

Please also consider donating to the Indian Residential School Survivors Society. 

www.irsss.ca/donate. This organization assists Survivors with counselling, court support, 

information, referrals, workshops, and more. 

 


